
  
 
 
 
 
DATE: June 23, 2010  
 
TO:   Tribal Leaders, Health Directors and Board Delegates 
 
FROM: Jim Roberts, Policy Analyst  
 
SUBJECT:  CHS Meetings/Agendas 
 
 
The attached information is an update on the status of the Contract Health 
Service (CHS) consultation that the IHS Director recently initiated.   
 
As you are aware, on January 15, 2010, Dr. Yvette Roubideaux issued a “Dear 
Tribal Leader” letter requesting input on the CHS program.  A subsequent letter 
was sent on June 8, 2010 by the IHS Director summarizing the comments 
received from that process into three broad categories:  (1) more funding is 
needed for the CHS program; (2) the distribution of CHS funding needs to be 
reviewed; and (3) improvements are needed on how we do business with the 
CHS program.   
 
To address the on-going CHS issues and the comments received following the 
Dear Tribal leader letters, the IHS Director will be convening a CHS Workgroup 
and CHS Listening Session.  Dr. Roubideaux has appointed two representatives 
from each IHS Area to serve on the “IHS Director’s Workgroup on Improving 
Contract Health Services.”  The CHS Workgroup will be meeting in Denver on 
June 24-25, 2010.  The Portland Area representatives are Andy Joseph, Colville 
Tribes and Eric Metcalf, Coos, Lower Umpqua, Siuslaw Tribes; and will be 
supported by technical representatives Ed Fox, Squaxin Island and myself.  A 
copy of the CHS Workgroup agenda is attached.   
 
In addition, a CHS Listening Session and Best Practices meetings have been 
scheduled to be held on July 8-9, 2010, at the Hyatt Regency Crystal City in 
Crystal City, VA.  I have attached a copy of the agenda for your planning 
purpose.  I encourage Tribes to attend the listening session to provide their input 
and concerns with the CHS program.  We have developed a CHS position paper 
for this meeting that is supported by a Board and ATNI resolutions.  (See 
attached) 
 
I will prepare an update for you all following the CHS workgroup and listening 
sessions.  In the interim, if you have questions feel free to contact me at (503) 
228-4185 or by email jroberts@npaihb.org.   
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